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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Art and Social Issues Collide in Bechtol's Conceptual/Video
Installation Art and live opening performance. 

"~streetwired~" at  RawSpace/ARC Gallery.

Chicago —May.2005— 

Nancy Bechtol's new installation: "~streetwired~” is a conceptual/video installation . which is the joining of art and social issues, aiming to direct the viewer-- to think about things and people we discard/disregard in society and our daily lives.
The installation juxtaposes a collection of discarded "street-found wires," art, video, images/text and a live person, a StreetWise Vendor.  
May  6,  2005  6-9pm –Opening Reception at ARC (live performance) Featured at the opening reception, is a  StreetWise Vendor.

May  4 - May 28th  exhibition run
This installation  also gives visitors and vendors a  new way to see each other , bringing what is usually  seen "outside" in an urban setting, or the streets  to the "inside"—a gallery presentation.-

A StreetWise Vendor will be selling their papers in the installation during the

opening.
“~streetwired~”  is a new revision of the installation that was first presented in 1998 and 1999. The first time this installation was presented in 1998, it was in conjunction with the opening of International Sculpture. Chicago.
Nancy Bechtol comments:     As an artist, I feel that sometimes an unusual approach to an important and difficult subject is a good and a way to bring attention to it.  I have long been a buyer of  the StreetWise Newspaper over the years. The  artistic and conceptual connection with bent and rusted wires  which I have ‘collected' for nearly 7 years,. and the StreetWise Vendors, reflects upon the social fibers, homelessness,  loss,

displacement and the journey to regeneration through work and positive purpose.
I have great respect for StreetWise Organization and their mission “to empower men and women who are homeless or at risk of being so, as they work towards gainful employment and self-sufficiency.” They continue to  make a difference in the lives of  many people.  A donation to the StreetWise Organization will be made. from any art sales from this installation . 
#  #  #
